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GENERAL SUBJECT: 
 

FIGHTING THE GOOD FIGHT, FINISHING THE COURSE, 

KEEPING THE FAITH, AND LOVING THE LORD’S APPEARING 

IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THE REWARD OF CHRIST 

AS THE CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 
 

Message Five 

Receiving the Kingdom Reward of Christ 

as the Crown of Righteousness 
MC Hymns: 956 

Scripture Reading: 2 Tim. 4:7-8, 18; 3:2-5; 1 Cor. 9:25; Phil. 3:9; Psa. 45:13-14 
2 Tim 4:7 I have fought the good fight; I have finished the course; I have kept the faith. 
2 Tim 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, with which the Lord, the righteous 

Judge, will recompense me in that day, and not only me but also all those who have loved His 
appearing. 

2 Tim 4:18 The Lord will deliver me from every evil work and will save me into His heavenly kingdom, to whom 
be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

2 Tim 3:2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boasters, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, 

2 Tim 3:3 Without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, without self-control, savage, not lovers of good, 
2 Tim 3:4 Traitors, reckless, blinded with pride, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 
2 Tim 3:5 Having an outward form of godliness, though denying its power; from these also turn away. 
1 Cor 9:25 And everyone who contends exercises self-control in all things; they then, that they may receive a 

corruptible crown, but we, an incorruptible. 
Phil 3:9 And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, but that which is 

through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God and based on faith, 
Psa 45:13 The king's daughter is all glorious within the royal abode; / Her garment is a woven work inwrought 

with gold. 
Psa 45:14 She will be led to the King in embroidered clothing; / The virgins behind her, her companions, / Will 

be brought to You. 
 

I. In order for us to enjoy Christ as our kingdom reward, we must love the Lord’s 

appearing, which is His appearing and manifestation to us today and His 

presence with His people at His second coming, by staying on the constricted 

way of being watchful in life and faithful in service to be constituted as the bride 

of Christ—2 Tim. 4:7-8; Acts 26:16; Rom. 8:19; 1 Thes. 5:23; 2 Thes. 1:10; John 

14:21, 23; Matt. 7:13-14; 24:3, 45-51; 25:9, 13, 21: 
2 Tim 4:7 I have fought the good fight; I have finished the course; I have kept the faith. 
2 Tim 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, with which the Lord, the 

righteous Judge, will recompense me in that day, and not only me but also all those who have 
loved His appearing. 

Acts 26:16 But rise up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you 
as a minister and a witness both of the things in which you have seen Me and of the things 
in which I will appear to you; 

Rom 8:19 For the anxious watching of the creation eagerly awaits the revelation of the sons of God. 
1 Thes 5:23 And the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly, and may your spirit and soul and body be 

preserved complete, without blame, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 Thes 1:10 When He comes to be glorified in His saints and to be marveled at in all those who have 
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believed (because our testimony to you was believed) in that day. 
John 14:21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, he is the one who loves Me; and he who 

loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will manifest Myself to him. 
John 14:23 Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father 

will love him, and We will come to him and make an abode with him. 
Matt 7:13 Enter in through the narrow gate, for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to 

destruction, and many are those who enter through it. 
Matt 7:14 Because narrow is the gate and constricted is the way that leads to life, and few are those 

who find it. 
Matt 24:3 And as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, Tell us, 

When will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming and of the consummation 
of the age? 

Matt 24:45 Who then is the faithful and prudent slave, whom the master has set over his household to 
give them food at the proper time? 

Matt 24:46 Blessed is that slave whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing. 
Matt 24:47 Truly I say to you that he will set him over all his possessions. 
Matt 24:48 But if that evil slave says in his heart, My master delays, 
Matt 24:49 And begins to beat his fellow slaves and eats and drinks with the drunken, 
Matt 24:50 The master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour 

which he does not know, 
Matt 24:51 And will cut him asunder and appoint his portion with the hypocrites. In that place there will 

be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth. 
Matt 25:9 But the prudent answered, saying, Perhaps there will not be enough for us and for you; go 

rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves. 
Matt 25:13 Watch therefore, for you do not know the day nor the hour. 
Matt 25:21 His master said to him, Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful over a few things; 

I will set you over many things. Enter into the joy of your master. 

A. Loving the Lord’s appearing and loving the Lord Himself are inseparable—1 Cor. 2:9; 2 Tim. 

4:8; John 14:21. 
1 Cor 2:9 But as it is written, "Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard and which 

have not come up in man's heart; things which God has prepared for those who love 
Him." 

2 Tim 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, with which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will recompense me in that day, and not only me but also all those 
who have loved His appearing. 

John 14:21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, he is the one who loves Me; and he 
who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will manifest Myself 
to him. 

B. In the prophetic picture presented in 2 Timothy 3:2-5 of Christianity in decline, four particular 

kinds of lovers are mentioned: lovers of self, lovers of money, lovers of pleasure, and lovers 

of God; whatever one loves, his whole heart, even his entire being, is set on and occupied 

and possessed by; this is crucial! 
2 Tim 3:2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boasters, arrogant, revilers, disobedient 

to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
2 Tim 3:3 Without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, without self-control, savage, not 

lovers of good, 
2 Tim 3:4 Traitors, reckless, blinded with pride, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 
2 Tim 3:5 Having an outward form of godliness, though denying its power; from these also turn 

away. 

C. Whether there would be a day of glory in the church’s victory or grievous days of the church’s 

decline depends altogether on what kind of lovers we are; history tells us that the root of the 

church’s decline was the loss of her first love toward the Lord—Rev. 2:4. 
Rev 2:4 But I have one thing against you, that you have left your first love. 

D. To maintain the victorious standard of the church, we must be lovers of God for the 

fulfillment of God’s economy; the Lord has promised to give the crown of life and the 

inheritance of the kingdom to those who love Him—James 1:12; 2:5. 
James 1:12 Blessed is the man who endures trial, because when he has become approved by 
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testing, he will receive the crown of life, which He promised to those who love Him. 
James 2:5 Listen, my beloved brothers: Did not God choose the poor in the world to be rich in 

faith and heirs of the kingdom, which He promised to those who love Him? 

E. The incorruptible crown is a symbol of glory and beauty given as a prize, in addition to the 

Lord’s salvation, to the triumphant runner of the Christian race—1 Cor. 9:25; 1 Pet. 5:4; Isa. 

28:5: 
1 Cor 9:25 And everyone who contends exercises self-control in all things; they then, that they 

may receive a corruptible crown, but we, an incorruptible. 
1 Pet 5:4 And when the Chief Shepherd is manifested, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 
Isa 28:5 In that day Jehovah of hosts / Will become a crown of beauty and a diadem of glory to 

the remnant of His people, 

1. This prize is neither of grace nor by faith, as salvation is (Eph. 2:8), but of righteousness 

through works (Matt. 16:27; Rev. 22:12; 2 Cor. 5:10). 
Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this not of yourselves; it is 

the gift of God; 
Matt 16:27 For the Son of Man is to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and 

then He will repay each man according to his doings. 
Rev 22:12 Behold, I come quickly, and My reward is with Me to render to each one as his 

work is. 
2 Cor 5:10 For we must all be manifested before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one 

may receive the things done through the body according to what he has 
practiced, whether good or bad. 

2. The crown of righteousness will be awarded not according to the grace of the Lord but 

according to His righteousness, and the One who awards it will be the Lord as the 

righteous Judge—2 Tim. 4:8. 
2 Tim 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, with which the 

Lord, the righteous Judge, will recompense me in that day, and not only me but 
also all those who have loved His appearing. 

 

II. In order to be awarded with Christ as our crown of righteousness in the next age, 

we must experience and enjoy Him as our subjective, lived-out righteousness in 

this age—Phil. 3:9: 
Phil 3:9 And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, but that 

which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God and based on faith , 

A. There are two aspects of Christ being righteousness to the believers: 

1. Christ is our objective righteousness for us to be justified before God at the time of our 

repenting unto God and believing into Christ—Rom. 3:24-26; Acts 13:39; Gal. 3:24b, 

27. 
Rom 3:24 Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ 

Jesus; 
Rom 3:25 Whom God set forth as a propitiation place through faith in His blood, for the 

demonstrating of His righteousness, in that in His forbearance God passed over 
the sins that had previously occurred, 

Rom 3:26 With a view to the demonstrating of His righteousness in the present time, so 
that He might be righteous and the One who justifies him who is of the faith of 
Jesus. 

Acts 13:39 And from all the things from which you were not able to be justified by the law of 
Moses, in this One everyone who believes is justified. 

Gal 3:24b … that we might be justified out of faith. 
Gal 3:27 For as many as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

2. Christ is also our subjective righteousness as the living out and genuine expression of 

Christ, which is the transcendent condition of expressing God by living Christ—Phil. 

3:9; 1:21a. 
Phil 3:9 And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, 

but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God 
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and based on faith, 
Phil 1:21a For to me, to live is Christ … 

B. These two aspects of righteousness are typified by the two garments of the queen in Psalm 

45:13-14: 
Psa 45:13 The king's daughter is all glorious within the royal abode; / Her garment is a woven 

work inwrought with gold. 
Psa 45:14 She will be led to the King in embroidered clothing; / The virgins behind her, her 

companions, / Will be brought to You. 

1. One garment corresponds to the objective righteousness, which is for our salvation—

“her garment is a woven work inwrought with gold”—v. 13b: 

a. This signifies that the Christ who has been dealt with through many sufferings 

and through death and resurrection becomes the righteousness of the church to 

meet the righteous requirement of God for her to be justified before God—1 Cor. 

1:30; Luke 15:22; Jer. 23:6. 
1 Cor 1:30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom to us from God: 

both righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 
Luke 15:22 But the father said to his slaves, Bring out quickly the best robe and put it 

on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 
Jer 23:6 In His days Judah will be saved, / And Israel will dwell securely; / And this 

is His name by which He will be called, / Jehovah our righteousness. 

b. Her being covered with gold signifies the church’s appearing in the divine 

nature—Psa. 45:9b; 2 Pet. 1:4. 
Psa 45:9b … The queen stands at Your right hand in the gold of Ophir. 
2 Pet 1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great 

promises that through these you might become partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption which is in the world by lust. 

2. The other garment corresponds with the subjective righteousnesses, which are for our 

victory—“she will be led to the King in embroidered clothing”—Psa. 45:14a; cf. Rev. 

19:8; Matt. 22:11-12: 
Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; 

for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. 
Matt 22:11 But when the king came in to look at those reclining at table, he saw there a man 

who was not clothed with a wedding garment, 
Matt 22:12 And he said to him, Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding 

garment? And he was speechless. 

a. The overcoming believers are Christ’s corporate queen, taking Christ as their royal 

abode for them to be found in Christ and for Him to become their subjective 

righteousness—Psa. 45:13a; John 15:4a. 
Psa 45:13a The king's daughter is all glorious within the royal abode; … 
John 15:4a Abide in Me and I in you. … 

b. This embroidered clothing, another garment, the second layer of her covering, 

signifies that the church will be led to Christ at their marriage clothed with the 

righteousnesses of the saints to meet the requirement of Christ for their 

marriage—Rev. 19:8. 
Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and 

clean; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. 

c. The raiment of embroidered work is the subjective Christ woven into our 

character, embroidered into our being, to be our lived-out righteousness. 

d. This embroidery signifies the transforming work of the Holy Spirit, who is 

working day by day to embroider Christ into us stitch by stitch to be our wedding 

garment. 

e. The degraded recovered church needs to pay the price to live Christ as her 

subjective righteousness that she may be clothed with Christ as her God-approved 
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conduct—3:18. 
Rev 3:18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined by fire that you may be rich, and 

white garments that you may be clothed and that the shame of your 
nakedness may not be manifested, and eyesalve to anoint your eyes that 
you may see. 

 

III. “The Lord will…save me into His heavenly kingdom”—2 Tim. 4:18: 
A. The heavenly kingdom, which equals the crown of righteousness, is “the kingdom of their 

Father” (Matt. 13:43), “the kingdom of My Father” (26:29), “the kingdom of Christ and of 

God” (Eph. 5:5), and “the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 1:11), 

which will be a reward to the overcoming saints (Rev. 20:4). 
Rev 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I 

saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and 
because of the word of God, and of those who had not worshipped the beast nor his 
image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they 
lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 

B. The overcoming believers will participate in the heavenly kingdom, the manifestation of the 

kingdom of the heavens—Matt. 7:21: 
Matt 7:21 Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter into the kingdom of the heavens, 

but he who does the will of My Father who is in the heavens. 

1. As “the righteous,” the sons of the kingdom, the overcomers will shine forth like the 

sun in the kingdom of their Father—13:43. 
Matt 13:43 Then the righteous will shine forth like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He 

who has ears to hear, let him hear. 

2. In the heavenly kingdom the overcomers will drink the cup of the new covenant anew 

with their Lord—26:29. 
Matt 26:29 But I say to you, I shall by no means drink of this product of the vine from now 

on until that day when I drink it new with you in the kingdom of My Father. 

3. In the kingdom of their Father the overcoming believers will feast with the Old 

Testament overcomers—8:11. 
Matt 8:11 But I say to you that many will come from the east and the west and will recline 

at table with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of the heavens, 

4. To the overcomers the heavenly kingdom will be a joyful inheritance—1 Cor. 6:9-10. 
1 Cor 6:9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 

not be led astray; neither fornicators nor idolaters nor adulterers nor effeminate 
nor homosexuals 

1 Cor 6:10 Nor thieves nor the covetous, not drunkards, not revilers, not the rapacious will 
inherit the kingdom of God. 

5. In the heavenly kingdom the overcomers will inherit eternal life and thereby have a 

fuller enjoyment of the divine life—Luke 18:29-30. 
Luke 18:29 And He said to them, Truly I say to you that there is no one who has left house 

or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God, 
Luke 18:30 Who shall not by all means receive back many times as much in this time, and 

in the coming age, eternal life. 

6. In the heavenly kingdom the overcomers will enter into the Lord’s joy and thus gain 

their soul, save their soul, and enjoy the salvation of their soul—Matt. 10:39; 16:25-26; 

25:21, 23; Luke 9:24; Heb. 10:39; 1 Pet. 1:5, 9. 
Matt 10:39 He who finds his soul-life shall lose it, and he who loses his soul-life for My sake 

shall find it. 
Matt 16:25 For whoever wants to save his soul-life shall lose it; but whoever loses his soul-

life for My sake shall find it. 
Matt 16:26 For what shall a man be profited if he gains the whole world, but forfeits his soul-

life? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul-life? 
Matt 25:21 His master said to him, Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful over 

a few things; I will set you over many things. Enter into the joy of your master. 
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Matt 25:23 His master said to him, Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful over 
a few things; I will set you over many things. Enter into the joy of your master. 

Luke 9:24 For whoever wants to save his soul-life shall lose it; but whoever loses his soul-
life for My sake, this one shall save it. 

Heb 10:39 But we are not of those who shrink back to ruin but of those who have faith to 
the gaining of the soul. 

1 Pet 1:5 Who are being guarded by the power of God through faith unto a salvation ready 
to be revealed at the last time; 

1 Pet 1:9 Receiving the end of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

7. In the heavenly kingdom the overcoming believers will reign with Christ and rule over 

the nations—Rev. 20:4; 2:26-27. 
Rev 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. 

And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony 
of Jesus and because of the word of God, and of those who had not worshipped 
the beast nor his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and 
on their hand; and they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 

Rev 2:26 And he who overcomes and he who keeps My works until the end, to him I will 
give authority over the nations; 

Rev 2:27 And he will shepherd them with an iron rod, as vessels of pottery are broken in 
pieces, as I also have received from My Father; 

 


