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Lam. 3:22  MJ MISIEOTREIIBIDIGBIENMD®; WENINUWINS BQ @RYERMM; G@PRAIONR

B@6M @B} Gal@IISle)ceyo;

Lam. 3:23 @@} EIQ6RIG®IN aRBl@e Mleng ailvajmnm alelemye @RE:3M;.
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note 1 At this point Jacob was a transformed person, but he was not yet mature. To be
transformed is to be metabolically changed in our natural life (Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor.
3:18); to be mature is to be filled with the divine life that changes us. We may be
changed in our natural life (transformed) yet not be filled with the divine life
(mature). The last stage of transformation is maturity. Jacob’s transformation
began at the time God touched him (32:25), and it continued until the end of ch.
36, when the process of transformation was relatively complete (see note 31 in

ch. 37). Genesis 37:1—43:14 is a record of the process of Jacob’s maturity.
Genesis shows a complete picture of how human beings can be remade and
transformed to express God in His image and represent God with His dominion.
This book ends as it begins—with God’s image and dominion. The last fourteen
chapters indicate that after Jacob had become Israel, he bore the image of God
and, through Joseph, exercised the dominion of God. For God’s expression and
dominion there is the need of maturity. Only a mature life can bear God’s image

and exercise His dominion.
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note 1 The strongest manifestation of Jacob's maturity in life is the fact that Jacob



blessed everyone, including Pharaoh (wv. 7, 10), Jacob's two grandsons (ch. 48),
and his own twelve sons (49:1-28). Jacob's supplanting hands became blessing
hands (48:14-16). Maturity in life is a matter of being filled with God as life, and
blessing is the overflow of life, the overflow of God through the maturity in life.
To bless others is to bring them into the presence of God and to bring God into
them as grace, love, and fellowship that they may enjoy the Triune God—the
Father, the Son, and the Spirit (14:18-19; Num. 6:23-27; 2 Cor. 13:14). That
Jacob blessed Pharaoh indicates that he was greater than Pharaoh (Heb. 7:7).
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